
Books on Garbage 
 

 
Title:  Too Much Trash 
Author:  Fay Robinson             
Grade:  K-1 
Summary:  This easy to read book has great photos that illustrate the basics  
of garbage to young students. 
 
 
 
 
Title:  Where Does our Garbage Go? 
Author:  Joan Bowden           
Grade: K-1 
Summary:  Turn a wheel or lift a flap to find out how recycling can help save 
natural resources and reduce garbage! 
 
 
 
Title:  Garbage         
Author:  Robert Maass             
Grade:  K-2 
Summary: This book uses large colorful photos show the journey of garbage  
from the trashcan to the landfill.  Provides a good introduction to concepts  
associated with garbage. 
 
 
                
 
Title:  Where Does the Garbage Go? 
Author:  Paul Showers           
Grade:  K-2 
Summary:  Colorful illustrations show the effects that garbage has on our 
environment.  Includes easy ways for young students to make less garbage. 
 
 
 
 
Title: My Grandpa Has No Garbage 
Author:   Ann Sutherland           
Grade:  K-3 
Summary:  A fun story about a grandpa who reduces the amount of  
garbage he makes by composting his leftovers, and reusing items like  
coffee cans and cloth dish towels.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Title:  The Great Trash Bash 
Author:  Loreen Leedy          
Grade:  K-3 
Summary:  Comic book style illustrations tell the story of the trash  
laden town of Beaston and how the animal inhabitants of the city  
reduce their waste. 
   
 
 
Title:  Katherine and the Garbage Dump 
Author:  Martha Morris  
Grade:  K-3 
Summary:  When a young girl’s yard gets turned into a garbage dump, she 
recruits the town people to help her clean it up by reusing, recycling and 
composting. 
 
 
 
Title:  Trash Attack 
Author:  Candace Savage           
Grade:  4-6 
Summary:  This book outlines the problems associated with garbage and 
offers fun solutions and activities to solve the dilemma.   
 

 Staff Favorite! 
 
Title:  Buried in Garbage 
Author:  Bobbie Kalman           
Grade:  6-8 
Summary:  This book addresses the garbage problem in depth and raises 
 important concerns around issues such as over-packaging, hazardous waste,  
and over-consumption. 
 
 
 
Title:  Garbage, Where It Comes From, Where It Goes 
Author: Evan and Janet Hadingham         
Grade:  6-8 
Summary:  This book gives a historical account of garbage and includes 
interesting garbage facts, as well as global perspectives on garbage and  
recycling. 
 
 
Title:  Encyclopedia of Garbage 
Author:  Steve Coffel 
Grade:  8-12 
Summary:  This comprehensive encyclopedia on garbage also covers related 
topics ranging from acid rain to the impact of our rapid population growth.   
Excellent reference book.   
 



 
 
Title: The Waste Crisis 
Author: Jenny Tesar 
Grade: 9-12 
Summary: The Waste Crisis examines the problems caused by waste, possible 
solutions, and the different sources of waste including consumer, commercial, 
toxic and radioactive.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Title: Don’t Throw It Away! 
Author: Joanne Nelson 
Grade: K-2  
Summary: Don’t Throw it Away! is a fun, rhyming story about the problems 
associated with landfills and different ideas for reusing, recycling and 
composting. It will have your students chanting, “Please don’t throw that trash 
away! It can be used another way!” 
 
 

 

 
  
 
Title: The Wartville Wizard 
Author: Don Madden 
Grade: K-2  
Summary: In the town of Wartville, townspeople are learning a lesson or two 
about litter from the local Wizard.  One day the Wartville Wizard got sick and 
tired of the “slobs” of Wartville. He discovered his powers to stick the litter, 
literally to the litterer.  Finally the town confronts the wizard about the “garbage 
epidemic,” and the litterers discover a new found respect for a clean community. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


